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have been no rain in that portion of England; and also
when and how prognostics sometimes assist him. in fore-
telling rain which he would hardly have expected from
the mere inspection of the isobars.

These charts also give an idea of the extreme rapidity
of meteorological changes in a climate like that of
Western Europe. The short space of ten hours has been
sufficient not only to alter very materially the general
distribution of pressure, but also to form new configura-
tions of isobars. These charts also show that changes of
weather are not only caused by the passage of well-defined
shapes of isobars, such as cyclones, in the manner which
we have just described, but also by the readjustment of
pressure-distribution and the formation of new isobaric
shapes over the area under observation. This last con-
ception is of fundamental importance.

Then we come to the question why all rain-prognostics
are not associated with increasing or excessive damp.
The answer to this is that there are different kinds of
rain, such as the rain in front of a primary cyclone, which
is associated with great damp; and the light showers of
straight isobars, which are associated with a rather dry
air. Also that some rain-prognostics, such as those
associated with the much too tine weather in front of a
wedge, owe their value to the fact that a wedge precedes
a cyclone, though the air in itself is tolerably dry.

A similar train of argument applies to the question
why rain and fine weather are not always preceded by the
pame prognostics. We have just mentioned two different
sorts of rain, and, as regards fine weather, we need only
mention that in a like manner there are manv kinds of